
 

 
 
 
25 October 2016 
 
Cllr Neil Hughes 
Chair 
Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee 
 
Sent to:  david.stephens@cumbria.gov.uk 
 
 
Dear Neil, 
 

Health and Care Integration Task Group Review 
 

Thank you for your letter of the 22 September 2016 and please accept my apologies for the 
delay in responding to you and the task group. 
 

I was very pleased to learn that members of the Task Group were supportive of the concept 
of Integrated Care Communities (ICCs) and their anticipated outcomes.  As you suggest in 
the clinical strategy for the future of health and care in WNE Cumbria they are fundamental 
to improving both the outcomes for residents and their experience of care in the future. 
 

The recommendations that the group have made are helpful and ones that we are generally 
very pleased to be able to accept.  In particular your recommendation (3) for the role of ICCs 
in strengthening the prevention agenda, specifically referencing the wider determinants of 
health is one that I can already confirm is particularly important both to the concept and to 
those taking the work forwards as being crucially important for success. 
 

Recommendations 4 and 6, concerning collaboration with key local stakeholders and clear 
and accessible information for communities are important and agreed.  Your 
recommendation on Mental Health Service provision (7) is again agreed and as work 
continues to develop the clarity that you have suggested will be an important part of the 
overall model.  
 

Your comments on the larger groupings of ICCs and work with smaller natural communities 
is one we shall be aware of and as ICCS continue to evolve and develop what will be 
important is to make sure that these principles are addressed 
 

Can I thank you again for this helpful response which we will make sure the work on ICCS 
will make reference to and review 
 

Best wishes 

 
 
 
Sir Neil McKay 
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